
IMPLEMENTATION

EXAMPLE

Strategy 46
TIERED LEARNING
A tiered lesson addresses a particular standard, key concept, or generalization, but allows 
several pathways for students to arrive at an understanding based on interests, readiness 
or learning profiles. Tiered activities are a series of related tasks of varying complexity. 
Teachers assign the activities as alternate ways of reaching the same goals, taking into 
account individual student needs.
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• Focus is on maximum growth 
& continued success.

• Teachers form tiers based on 
the assessment of students’ 
abilities to master the content. 

• Student & teacher are 
collaborators in learning.

• Teacher understands, • Teacher understands, 
appreciates & builds on student 
differences.

• Encourages the student to 
explore ideas at a level that 
builds on prior knowledge & 
prompts continued growth.

• Builds understanding, • Builds understanding, 
engages & challenges students.

1. Identify the grade level and subject for the lesson.
2. Identify the curricular standard being targeted.
3. Identify key concepts and generalizations.
4. Assess to determine that students have the necessary background 
knowledge to be successful in the lesson.
5. Determine the area to tier.
6. Determine the type of tiering you will do: readiness, interest, or 6. Determine the type of tiering you will do: readiness, interest, or 
learning profile.
7. Based on your choices above, determine how many tiers you will need 
and develop the lesson.
8. Develop the assessment component to the lesson.


